MU Libraries

University of Missouri

Evaluating Information Sources

Cntical evaluation of the information you find 15 essential to conducting quabity research. With
s0 much information available, in different formats, from so many different sources, each prece
of information that you select must be carefully reviewed to ensure the quality, authonty,
perspective, and balance that best support your research.

Authorit
*  Who is the author/creator of the information?
# |3 he'she the original author/creator?
s |5 the person quahfied? What are hisher credentials? What 1s his'her occupation?
# 15 the source sponsored or endorsed by an institution or organization”?

Accurac

Is the information accurate? How does it compare wath other sources on the subject? Is
it consistent with what else you know about the subject?

Iz the information complete? Does it provide enough evidence to support its claim or
position”

Were conclusions appropriate based on the information presented?”

Objectivit
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Does the source present a balanced view of the different perspectives on the topic?
I the bias of the author/creator obvious?

Is the source trying to convince you of a point of view?

I5s the publication in which the item appears published, sponsored, or endorsed by a
political or other special interest group?

Date of Publication
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How important is currency to vour topic?

Is new research replacing older studies or adding to the previous research?”
Does 1t report facts from the actual time of the event or issua?

Is 1t retrospective, providing some review or analysis of previous research?

Scope [ Depth / Breadth
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Iz the zource comprehensive for the entire field of study, presenting multiple viewpoints?
Is it specialized, focusing on only certain aspects”
I5 it ethnocentric, reflecting the values or beliefs of a centamn group?






